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Destructive T-Storm Tags
Getting the Word Out When it Matters



National Weather Service

Severe T-Storm Destructive Tag - New

10+ inches



National Weather Service

Severe T-Storm Destructive Tag - New

10+ inches

• WEA will trigger off of the 

“Destructive” IBW tag (only)

• Will trigger ONLY ONCE per 

each ETN

• Can occur in either the 

initial SVR or an update SVS 

(doesn’t matter) -- whichever 

product has the first instance 

of this tag.



National Weather Service

Severe T-Storm Destructive Tag - New

• Where are the tags in the 
1st place?

• Severe Weather Warnings

• Tornado Warnings

• Flash Flood Warnings

• Special Weather Statements

Example of a “base tag”
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Severe T-Storm Destructive Tag - New

THUNDERSTORM DAMAGE 

THREAT…DESTRUCTIVE

HAIL THREAT…RADAR INDICATED

MAX HAIL SIZE…3.00 IN

WIND THREAT…OBSERVED

MAX WIND GUST…80 MPH

NWS Warning Tag
Your Phone

becomes

Remember: Wind Speed and Hail Size
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Severe T-Storm Destructive Tag - New

10+ inches
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WEA Product Activation - Reminder
NWS WEA Activation Schedule

Tornado Warning

• New warning

• Threat is upgraded to catastrophic

• Any additional updates with catastrophic

Flash Flood Warning

• New warning if threat tag is considerable or catastrophic (most are not)

• Threat is upgraded to considerable

• Threat is upgraded to catastrophic

Severe Thunderstorm Warning Activate for first occurrence (i.e. new or updated warning) of a destructive threat

Hurricane/Typhoon Warning Activate for new warning

Storm Surge Warning Activate for new warning

Extreme Wind Warning Activate for new warning

Tsunami Warning Activate for new warning

Dust Storm Warning Activate for new warning.

Snow Squall Warning Activate for new warning



National Weather Service

Snow Squalls
A “Flurry” of Flurries 



National Weather Service

Snow Squall– New/Ongoing

• NWS is seeking input regarding Snow Squalls and WEA
• NWS proposes adding “TAGS” to characterize snow squall impacts

• What is a Snow Squall Warning?



National Weather Service

Snow Squall– New/Ongoing

• NWS is seeking input regarding Snow Squalls and WEA
• NWS proposes adding “TAGS” to characterize snow squall impacts

• What is a Snow Squall Warning?
• 30-60 minute warning polygon

• Intense, short lived burst of heavy snow

• Gusty winds – Very low visibility
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Snow Squall– New/Ongoing

• “General” Tag: Will NOT trigger WEA
• Used frequently when snow squalls observed/expected but mitigating 

actions can reduce the threat to safe travel 

• “Significant” Tag: WILL Trigger WEA
• Substantial threat to safe travel, such that WEA is warranted to alert all 

devices in the path of the squall
• Same as Flash Flood Warnings

• Survey is open until October 15th

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PropIBWTagsforSnowSquallWarnings2021

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PropIBWTagsforSnowSquallWarnings2021


National Weather Service

Special Weather Statement
Starting to Make a Comeback
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Special Weather Statement Changes - New

1. Format change to      
“Hazard – Source – Impact”

1. Generic, editable headline 
atop all SPSs

1. The Significant Weather 
Advisory is NO LONGER 
included in the headline     
(it is “retired”)



National Weather Service

Special Weather Statement Changes - New

• Landspout wording will be 
included in the SPS           
(if necessary) 

• Additional explanation included 
as well (not shown)

• Two tags added for 
landspouts 

Landspout…Possible
Landspout…Observed



National Weather Service

Special Weather Statement on Twitter - New

• Special Weather Statement 
“auto-Tweet”

• Familiar format

• September 22

• Thoughts/issues?



National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency 
Messages
It’s Been 20 Years in the Making 



National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

• Approved authorities can tap into 
NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards 
for Non-Weather Emergency 
Messages (NWEM)

• Can trigger…
• NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards Alarm

• Emergency Alert System

• Wireless Emergency Alerts  



National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

• Kansas Approved Alerting 
Authorities (June 2021)

• Follow the State EAS Plan
• https://www.kansastag.gov/AdvHTML_doc_upload/State%20Emergency%20Alert%20System

%20Plan%202013.pdf

• Configure you software properly

• Coordinate with local NWS office

• You can practice!

Source: https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_aa-complete_06-2021.pdf

https://www.kansastag.gov/AdvHTML_doc_upload/State%20Emergency%20Alert%20System%20Plan%202013.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_aa-complete_06-2021.pdf


National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

• It is possible to trigger 
EAS twice!

• Be aware. Don’t let this 
happen.

EAS
Per State EAS 

Plan

EMA Request 

for direct input 

into NWS 

AWIPS

NWR 

Only

Neighboring NWRs 

if FIPS in Broadcast 

Service Area

NWR 

+ WMO 

Product

Traditional



National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

• It is possible to trigger 
EAS twice!

• Be aware. Don’t let this 
happen.

EAS
Per State EAS 

Plan

NWR
EMA Alert 

Origination Software

to

FEMA IPAWS

NWS WFO

Forecaster 

Review

WEA

Via IPAWS



National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

• It is possible to trigger 
EAS twice!

• Be aware. Don’t let this 
happen.

EAS
Per State EAS 

Plan

NWR
EMA Alert 

Origination Software

to

FEMA IPAWS

NWS WFO

Forecaster 

Review

WEA

EMA Request 

for direct input 

into NWS 

AWIPS

NWR 

Only

Neighboring NWRs 

if FIPS in Broadcast 

Service Area

NWR 

+ WMO 

Product

Traditional

Via IPAWS

EAS Path #1
EAS Path #2
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Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

Civil Danger Warning



National Weather Service

Non-Weather Emergency Messages 
on Weather Radio - New

Civil Danger Warning



National Weather Service

Simplification Update
NWS is Finally Making the Move 



National Weather Service

Flood Product Simplification- New

• Just one “watch’

• Just one “advisory”

• Reformat to “What”, 
“Where”, “When”, 
and “Impacts”



National Weather Service

More Changes in 2024 – Reminder 



National Weather Service

More Changes in 2024 – Reminder 

Examples using Special Weather Statement

and Plain Language Wording



National Weather Service

NWSChat Update
We Know it’s an Issue…but NWS is Working on it. 
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NWSChat Changes – New/Ongoing

• BOTTOM LINE: Attempt to make platform more stable until 
it is replaced 

• Mostly changes to background/operating structure
• Some MINOR changes to operational interface (NWSChat Live)

• Expected late November 2021

• NWS is testing “Slack” (maybe 2023)
• Stay tuned



National Weather Service

Forecasting the Plume
More Interagency Collaboration is the Forecast
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Plume Model – Ongoing

• NWS moving to leverage partners
• NWS plumes can be used for 

general/quick aerosols (smoke) for 
planning

• Need more specifics? 
• Get KDEM/CAMEO model for expertise

• NWS and IMAAC
• Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric 

Assessment Center  

Atchison, KS - October 21, 2016



National Weather Service

Weather Support for Events
We Think There are More Events Out There



National Weather Service

Event Support – Ongoing

• Submit your Fall/Winter Events for Weather Support 



National Weather Service

Event Support – Ongoing

• Event Support Confirmation Email
• NWS Forecast Page 



National Weather Service

Event Support – Ongoing

• NWS Forecast Page
• Always updated – Can be Bookmarked – Shared – Various Formats 



National Weather Service

Trying to Communicate 
More Often
It’s Hard for Introverted Meteorologists to Get Out Information 
Sometimes
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Watch-Warning Information Gap

• Filling the void of Information 
before, during and after 
warnings

• Summer 2021 Test

• More NWSChat posts

• More social media posts

• Livestream and Open 
Webinars

• Meteorological Discussions

Hastings

Goodland

Dodge City Wichita

Topeka

Springfield

Pleasant Hill

Omaha

North Platte

St. Louis

Did you notice any difference?



National Weather Service

Watch-Warning Information Gap

Example: Social Media Post

from NWS Goodland



National Weather Service

Watch-Warning Information Gap

Example: NWSChat Posts from 

NWS Wichita (5/8/21)
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Watch-Warning Information Gap

• “Tell them what you know when you know it” – Chance Hayes

85% of survey respondents were more knowledgeable

in the Watch-Warning Gap timeframe

96% of survey respondents said the information

added value to severe weather operations
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COVID Practices – Ongoing

• Bottom Line: NWS is 100% committed to 
meeting your needs (and our mission)

• NOAA/NWS currently working through 
new policy

• Talk with your WCM/Local NWS office 
• Each office has some flexibility but also social, 

staffing and individual concerns to consider
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Questions or Comments?

NOAA National Weather Service Forecast Offices

Warning Coordination Meteorologists

Andy Bailey – Pleasant Hill, MO

Chance Hayes – Wichita, KS

Ryan Husted – Goodland, KS

Jeff Hutton – Dodge City, KS

Mike Moritz – Hastings, NE 

Chad Omitt - Topeka, KS

Steve Runnels – Springfield, MO

September 16, 2021

KEMA Conference 

Invited Speakers


